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ciety be given to the Reverend 
the Dean of Canterbury, for his Sermon 
preached this Day before the Society; 
And that he be deſired to prigt the 
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Surely the Iſies ſhall wait for me, and the Ships 
ef Tarſhiſh firſt, to bring thy Sons from fur, 
their Silver and their Gold with them, unto 
e Name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy 
one of Iſrael, becauſe he hath glorified thee. * 


| Hatever Views this Prophecy might 
wbave, of any Events peculiar to the 
FJewiſſ Nation; The glorious In- 
8 creaſe, and future Fulneſs of the 
Chriſtian Church, have generally been thought the 
main Intention of it. Hence the Spiri- 
tual Feruſalem is, by a beautiful Figure, Pe. 4, 5: 
called upon, to look out, and ſee her 
Children crowding to her, from every Quarter of 
Wthe habitable World: And hence this 
hapter makes a part of the Service for 8 
What ſolemn Feſtival, which thankfully 2 
Wcommemorates the firſt Manifeſtation of 
or Bleſſed Lord to the Gentiles. That plentiful 
Acceſſion N here, in Terms figurative and 
Wotty ; ſuited, as was neceſſary, to the Capacities 
f that Age and Nation; but by no means to be 
Wonlined within the literal and moſt obvious Senſe 
f the Words. The bringing in of 24i- | 
=: and Sheba, Kedar and Nebaioth, would Fer. 6, 3. 
vc great Ideas of a Church, extended 
Wo the utmoſt Bounds of their Trade upon the Con- 
inent; And fo would the Iſlands and Ships of Tar- 
piſh, to Men, whoſe Skill in Navigation ran ſo 
ow ; and whoſe boldeſt Voyages were little more, 
ban ſo many Coaſtings from Port to Port. But 
We, on whom my Text hath already been accom- 
med; And who are now aſſembled, in a holy 
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Hope of ſeeing its farther. Completion, in the ftill 
dar 4 wi mg a — of __— 1 
are taught h xperience,. to enlarge its 
adaning The N of the Gofpel through · 
out all the then known World; Nay, the ſetting 
up Chriſt's Kingdom in new, and (for many Cen- 
—turies after this Prediction was uttered.) yet un- 
diſcovered Worlds, is certainly the Mercy intend- 
ed by the God, who inſpired it. And to This 
Event, Great and Wonderful as it is, We are not 


excluded from the Honour of contrn ating ſome- 
what, by our pions and charitable Enqdeawpurs, 
however, in themſelyes, poor and diſprogortiGnate ag 


to ſo noble and god-like a Deſign. 3 3 
| God, 'who made the World, and is Lord ie 
Adds xvii: of Heaven and Earth, hath Cas St. Paul 
24,26,27. Obſerved to the Athenians,) made of on: 
1 Blood all Nations of Men, for to dwelt on 2 2 
all the Face of the Earth; and bath* determined th t 
Times before appointed, and the Bounds of their Habi- WT 
ration; that they ſhauld ſeek the Lord, if happily they 
| might feel after him, and find him, though be be nn i 
far from every one of us. Now there is not perhaps t 
any Inſtance more wonderful, in all the Works off 
il chat Providence, which diſpoſes Events Here be- 
i Tow ; than the Appointment of particular happy f. 
Seaſons, and Methods, for manifeſting his Truth ſy 
to the ignorant part of Mankind. The Men ol 
Leiſure and Abilities for ſuch an Undertaking, 
could not, F conceive, entertain Themſelves, or the 
Publick, more delightfully, more profitably ; than 
by juſt and careful Obſervations, upon the diffe- 
N rent Methods of conveying Religion to Mankind: 
# the Degrees, by which it ſprung up; and the moſt 
| memorable Incidents, which have conduced to its 
Growth and Flogriſhing, in the different Nation 
and Climates of the Now, or at any time hereto- 6 
fore, Chriſtian World. At preſent k enter no = 
” | 2 | ther 
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1 

oer into this Speculation, than only to put you in 
ad of One Thing, which is abundantly notorious. 
mean, that the mutual Intercourſe, ſet on foot 
etween Countries remote from each other, for 
ee ſake ef Traffick and Temporal Convenience, 

hath all along been one great Inſtrument of im- 
Wparting uſeful Knowledge, where it was wanted. 
WT his was the Caſe of Learning and Philoſophy, 
Wamong the Ancients : This the Caſe of Arts and 
WSciences in every Ag: This ia part. hath been 
Sand will, we truſt, be more and mote, the Caſe of 
our moſt Holy Faith. And the Prophet here ju- 


„ tißes us in that Truſt, by laying ſo particular a 

te Streſs upon The Iſtes waiting for Chriſt, and the Ships 
„ Tarßpi 'forf bringing Sons from afar, to the Name 

rd 4 f the Lord, and to that Church, which the Holy One 

uf Iſrael bath glorified. 

By this time you perceive, not only the Occaſion 


and Scope of the Text, but alſo the Uſe 1 intend 
„ to make of it. Which is, to ſerve the pious Pur- 
þ- poſes of this Aſſembly. 


n 1. Firſt, By a few ſhort Remarks upon the Words 
chemſelves: And then, | 

Il. Secondly, By ſuch an Application of Theſe, as 

x- may be agrecable, both to the Duty I am now per- 

py borming, and to the Character of that Body, who 
have called me to it. | 


. 1 begin with ſome Remarks upon the Words 
he chemſelves. | 


1208s 1- To the rf of which the Situation of our own 
fe Country does, in eſpecial manner, beſpeak our At- 
d £cntion. For, from that Clauſe, Surely the Iſles pal 
of wait for me: I would beg you to obſerve with me, 


the great Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, in makin 


owe uch Countries as This, early Partakers of his bleſ- 
to: {ed Goſpel. 
far | 
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The Miracles, which confirm'd the Doctrine of 7 
our Lord, and the Prophecies which had, ſo many 
Ages before, not only foretold its. Succeſs in gene- 
ral, but pointed out the very Places, where it 
ſhould remarkably ſucceed ; were manifeſtly the 
Effects of an :nfvite Wiſdom and Power, acting 
above, and beſide, the eſtabliſhed Order of Cauſes , 
and Effects. But, altho” Many ſuch extraordinary 
Operations were neceſſary ; yet we are not to ima- ll 
gine, that Every Step taken in this great Work, 
was miraculous, and out of the common way. Ar 
Other times God magnified himſelf, by rendring 
Nature ſerviceable to his Deſign; by ſuiting the 
Diſtributions of this Knowledge, to the, Circum- 
ſtances and Diſpoſitions of Men; and by making 
Them the Objects of his Choice, who, humanly ZW 
ſpeaking, were in better Capacity, either to conſi» Wh 
der and receive it themſelves ; or moſt proper, 
when received, for Communicating it to Others. 
Now theſe Two Advantages ſeem to Me ver; 
naturally to have accrued to the Chriſtian Faith, 
by the early Converſion of Iſlanders. Firſt, That 
it might reaſonably expect as good Entertainment 
among Such, And then, Secondly, That it was as 
likely to be ſpread abroad by Such, as by any ſort 
or-People: whatſoever. 7 + -- © © © oil 
1. Firſt, The Inhabitants of the Iſles may, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, be thought at leaſt equally diſpo- 
led to receive the Truths of the Goſpel. Becauſe ll 
the greater Convictions of Natural Religion any 
Men are under, the better Preparation they ſeem 
to be in, to hearken to God's Reveal'd Will, when 
it ſhall be diſcovered, and duly atteſted to them. 
I was upon this Foundation, that St. Pauli 
ARs xiv began to build the Converſion of the 
17. Men of Lyſtra; when putting them in W 
re remembrance of that regular and benc- 
ficial Providence, which gives Rain from 1 

. ; „ 1 21 i 3 Ail 
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uit ful Seaſons, ſo filling our Hearts with Food 
2 Tie he calls God's Witneſs of him- 


4 G 
7, common to all Mankind; And, as his Works 
Df Mercy are more amply and evidently exhibited 
9 some Parts of the World, than to Others; So 
Ine Arguments, drawn from the Creation and Go- 
eerament of the Univerſe, tho' they may not al- 
Ways in Fact attain to proportionably greater, yet 
Wo they ſeem, when urged upon Such, to promiſe 
more Efficacy and greater Succeſs. 

= Now, What can be more manifeſt, than that, 
Peſides thoſe common to Mankind in general, there 
re ſome Wonders and Advantages of this kind, 
peculiar to Countries, of like Situation with our 
ZBOwn ? For, Is it not ſo, to ſtand ſurrounded with 
a liquid Wall, partly in, and partly out of the 
Water, like ſo many diſtin& Worlds ? Is it not ſo, 
Wo be ſecured againſt Inſults, and ſudden Invaſions 
rom abroad; and eſpecially, from That, which 
y ene would apprehend to be the neareſt and moſt 
h, formidable Enemy? The Sea, which girds us in, 
ad roars around us, and ſwells above our Coaſt ; 
nt s if collecting all its Forces, and ſaving us from 
as pther Devaſtations, only to pour in, and have the 
rt A wallowing of us up it ſelf? And, to render our 
' Preſervation yet more ſtrange, What is it, that 
11- epels the continual Efforts of this encroaching 
10- eeighbour? Not Rocks or Caſtles, not Mounds or 
uſe Moles ; Theſe frequently prove Fortiſications too 
ny eeble. No; *tis ſomething in appearance weaker, 
em ut in effect much more impregnable, to which 
cn Pur Safety is owing. Even a poor deſpiſed bed of 
m. and, which conquers by not reſiſting. Such are 
aul he Bars and Doors, ſet to guard our Dwelling ; and 
the o loudly does every Shore proclaim that 

in ro us, which to Fob, who dwelt upon Job 
ne- rhe Continent, God ſpoke by himſelf; 517. 
en, that it is He who does, He alone who ' *' * 
aid A 4 can, 
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can, ſay to the Sea, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no» 
fart her; and here ſhall ry proud Waves be ſtayed. = 

But to proceed. Thoſe various Works of the Lord, 
and his Wonders in the Deep, familiar to ſuch Na- 
tions; The perpetual but regular Revolutions of 
Tides, which have ſo long exerciſed the niceſt and 
moſt ſagacious Philoſophers ; The Uncertainties of 
Wind and Weather, which ſeem diſpenſed to ſuch, 
in a much more arbitrary manner; Thoſe Riches 8 
and Treaſures of God, of which the great and 
wide Sea, as well as the Earth, is full; The Ad- 
vantages of foreign Converſation and Improve- 
ments, to which the neceſſity of Trade whets the © 
Ingenuity and Induſtry of ſuch Countries; And 
many ſuch like Helps to Natural Religion, are » 


+ 


+ 9 


awakening Demonſtrations, that the Lord 
is King; And that, as the whole Earth, i 
weed fo the Multitude of the Iſles in particu- 
ER lar manner, may be ſenſible and glad | 
thereof. 2 
If then a deeper Inſight into, and clearer Con- 
viction of, Natural Religion be, in proportion, a 
better Preparation to embrace Revealed Religion: 
And if the Beauties of a Creation and Providence 
Divine, be ſet before Iſlanders, in greater Variety, 
and a ſtronger Light, than before many other A 
parts of Mankind: Then, though the Prophecy, 
as worded in my Text, that the [ſles ſhall wait for 
Chriſt, ſhould not directly intend thus much; 
(which yet perhaps it may) you allow I hope 
however, that the Reaſon of the thing will bear 
me out, in eſteeming it One eminent Inſtance of 
the Divine Wiſdom, tat God ſhould fo early 
diſcover himſelf to thoſe Iſlands by his Word, to 
whom he had diſcoyered himſelf by his Works, ſo \ 
ſignally before. 1 e 11*5 $evt o® ee ous ; 
z. But, Was it for Their Sakes only, that this 
MEthod hath been taken? No certainly, For! 
"offer 
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err, as a Second Motive to it, that thus the Go- 
| might find a quicker Communication, and was 


1, ee likely to be ſpread abroad by Such, than by 
a- ny other fort of People whatſoever. | 
of of many good Effects, which would naturally 


ow, from the mutual Dependence, not only of 
Private Perſons, and Neighbourhoods of leſs ex- 
Went, but even of whole Countries and Quarters of 


es he World, upon each other, One ought to be the 
id MEalargement of our Charity. Be the Strangers, 
d. Prith whom we correſpond for ſupply of our own 
e- Neceſſities, of Birth and Climate never ſo remote; 


Zxommon Humanity obliges us to do good, where 
1d ve receive Good; and ſome way to ſerve Them, of 
re 1 hom we take ſuch care to ſerve our ſelves. 
4%. But will the furniſhing Them with Neccſſaries 
„ in return, ſuffice for that purpoſe ? Vending the 
u- Commodities of home-growth, eaſing our Land of 
4 Fmnoprofitable Plenty, and giving little in value to 
receive more; Theſe are what ao Heathen, no Pub- 
n- {lican will refuſe. If then we Import to Them, 
a from whom we hope to Export, what thank have 
: ve? The Civilized and the Barbarian Trader are 
de thus far upon an equal Foot: And the maſt griping 
=X Uſurers, the moſt ſhameleſs Extortioners, will give 
to Uſurers and Extortioners, in proſpect of the 
= like, or a growing Profit again. 
dur Commerce therefore does not commence 
truly Chriſtian, till it proceeds upon a Principle of 
Charity. Of Charity to All, but eſpecially to the 
Spiritual, Wants of them, to whom we apply for 
the Increaſe of our Temporal Comforts. A Cha- 


y rity, that labours to enrich them with Wiſdom, 
0 \ as much better and more uſeful, than that which 
it was formerly the greateſt Glory of Navigation 


/ to tranſport ; as our Improvements in Sailing have 
: 1 us to carry it farther; Or rather, a Trea- 
ee of Wiſdom, which admits of no Compariſon, 

b b 
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Oh! Were our Zeal for importing this, oper: 7 
tioned to the Richneſs and Uſefulneſs of the Com. 
modity ; Were it agreeable to that Scheme, and to 
thoſe Principles of doing Good, which the Goſpel! i 
hath exalted to ſo high a Degree of Perfection; Did 
it bear any tolerable Reſemblance to the Spirit, 
and the Practice, of the Primitive Chriſtians: Our 
ignorant and barbarous Chapmen would quickly 
be convinced, that we ſeek not only Theirs, but 
Them. For thus they, who had given in their 
Names to Chriſt, diſtinguiſhed themſelves upon all 
Occaſions, in former and better Days. Every 
Chriſtian Traveller was in ſome Senſe an Apoſtle Fr 
or Evangeliſt. They let no Opportunity ſlip, that 
was put into their Hands; Nay, they ſought ma- © 
ny, with Peril of their Lives. If called by world. t! 
ly Occaſions, if caſt. on any Coaſt by Shipwrack, 4 r 
their firſt Care was, by their Inſtructions, by their 2 
Examples, by all manner of good Offices, to win 
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the Natives to the Chriſtian Faith. And, in re- 3 
gard the Iſlanders were, of all others, moſt intent 
upon maintaining «a Correſpondence of Traffick ; 8 
and indeed were the Perſons moſt capable of viſit- x 
ing the moſt diſtant parts of the World; it is plain, 
the early Converſion of the Iſles to the Faith was Mt 
a very wiſe Expedient, for readily conveying that 

x 


Pearl of great Price, whitherſoever theſe zealous 
Carriers ſhould be called out, upon any of their 
worldly Occaſions. 3 

2. Another Obſervation I would make, from 
thoſe Words in my Text, They ſhall bring their Sil- 
ver and their Gold with them, unto the Name of the 
Lord. Theſe are by Some Interpreters underſtood, ⁵⁶ 
35 an Alluſion to the immenſe Wealth, and other 
Materials of Value, imported for the Temple built 
by Solomon; and to imply, that what the Merchants 
then did for Profit, and in the way of Trade, the 
Chriſtian Merchants ſhould contribute, by volun- 
8 tary 
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r. ry Offerings, to the Support and Furtherance of 
e Goſpel. | BY 

o How amply this Prediction was made good all 
el iccory declares. At firſt, 4 Men freely devoting, 
d Weir Subſtance to pious and charitable Uſes. Hence 


t, What eager Zeal, which St. Paul commends 
the Galatians, as ready, if it had been Gal.iv.rs. 
7 Woſſible, even to pluck out their own Eyes, and 
It 4 ive them to their Apoſtle : That cheerful Enter- 
ir Mainment, which to any, who had for- 
6 aken Houſes or Lands, or Father or Mark x. 
Friends, for their Mos ee reſtored 30. 
c n hundred fold, according to his Pro- 


t zmiſe, ever in this Life. Such was the Reception 
of Perſons, ſent by God to convert and inſtruct 
the Ignorant and Unbelieving; Such the gene- 
rous Affection, and tender Concern, of Fellow- 
ufferers in ſo good a Cauſe; who counted all this 
World's Wealth but Droſs and Dung, in Compari- 
ſon of that ineſtimable Treaſure, the Knowledge 
of a Saviour, and the Hope of a'bleſled Immorta- 
lity through Him. 
2X This unbounded Openneſs of Heart was indeed 
=X peculiar to a Time, when the Diſtreſſes of the 
Church wanted it; and when the Authority of 
Teachers, who brought the undoubted Credential 
of Miracles along with them, might ſeem very rea- 
ſonably to command it. But, even after thoſe 
WF preſſing Occaſions ceaſed, and theſe miraculons 
Evidences of a Divine Miſſion were withdrawn; 
good Chriſtians did not think themſelves diſcharg- 
XX cd, not even from large and noble Proportions of 
XX Bounty. For, when the Gofpel was publickly coun- 
tenanced, and Perſons of the higheſt Elevation 
27 eſteemed it their Honour, to profeſs themſelves 
Diſciples of the meek and lowly Feſws ; They 
judged, and very rightly, that the Poverty of the 
Church is no eſſential Character of her 1 : 
| And, 
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And, by the Decent and Liberal Proviſion, « 
Houſes ſet apart for Publick Worſhip, and of a! 
Honourable Maintenance for the Waiters at God; 
Altar, did quickly ſhew, that the Want of Theſe, 
among Chriſtians, is always a Calamity, ſometime; ij 
a Reproach; Much to be lamented, Never to be 
Such were the Sentiments of thoſe good Times, 
when no Satisfaction was thought equal to that, of J 
promoting the Glory, and extending the Borders, KN 
of Chriſt's Kingdom. This they look'd upon as a 
Truft, left upon the Hands of all, whom God en. 

ables to become inſtrumental to ſo neceſſary and 
pious a Deſign. A Deſign, not to be carried on, "Wi 
in the ordinary Courſe of Things, without the ws 
Aſſiſtance of many zealons, and very munificent WM! 
Benefactions. And therefore Plenty of Theſe flow- 3m 
ed in continually ; Teſtimonies of unfeigned Love 8 
to their Maſter, and dear Redeemer ; Tribute; 
paid back to the Almighty Giver of their Carn4 i 
Things; Grateful Acknowledgments of his Mer- 4 
cy, in imparting to them his infinitely better, and 
Spiritual Things; And Pledges of their Truſt ia 
that Righteouſneſs of God, which never 

Hebr. vi. 7 or gets their Work and Labour of Love, 1 
10. which is ſhewed toward His Name, by mi- 
niſtring to the Saints, 43 
II. And thus I am led very naturally to the 
Second Part of my Diſcourſe : Which, I told you, 
ſhould be employed, in ſuch an Application of the 3 
foregoing Particulars, as may anſwer the Duty | x 
am now upon, and the Character of that Body, who 
have called me to it. | = 
The very Being and Deſign of this Society tends 
to the more perfect Accompliſhment of Iaiabs 
Prophecy in my Text; and the Part I would per- 
ſuade my Hearers to bear in this Deſign, is 1 $ 9 
11 
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, converting our Traffick and Navigation, into 
ens of eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Faith, among 
fc, of _ barbarous People, with whom we deal 
mes A 
And, Ought ] not to promiſe my ſelf ſome Snc- 
ö 3 6 in this Undertaking, from the Quality of the 
16s, Perſons, to whom 1 am now addreſſing ? Were 
of ou, like thoſe poor Ignorants, inſenſible of the 
rs, eceſſity of all Religion in general, or of the Ex- 
2 ellency of the Chriſtian Religion in particular; I 
n- Might urge to you, the Value of Immortal Souls; 
nd Ihe Wiſdom of winning theſe to Virtue and Hap- 
n, Pineſs; that the only Ordinary way of Doing this 
he , by bringing them to the Knowledge and Obe- 
nt Wience of Chriſt and his op] I might, in very 
d. moving Terms, repreſent the miſerable Circum- 
ve Mances of many Millions of dark Wretches, on 
ex whom the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath not yet ſhined; 
4 WF ought to excite your Compaſſion, not to Them 
r- only, who ſit in the Shadow of Death; but even 


d 3 o your Selves, at whoſe hands their Blood ſhalt 
be required, in the Great. Day of Account; fo far 
any uncharitable Neglect or Hard-heartedneſs 


„ of Yours ſhall be found acceſſory to their De- 
- cruction. 
3 Theſe, and ſeveral like Heads of Argument, 
might have been ſeaſonable upon This Occaſion; 
did I not find my ſelf, upon a double Account, ha 
Ppily prevented in the Undertaking, Firft, by 
ſtanding here, in the midſt of a City, yielding per- 
haps to none, in Examples of uſeful and well-re- 
XX gulated Charity, both to the Bodies and the Souls 
of Men; and Then, by the Labours of better 
2X Hands, and thoſe of ſuperior Character too, who 
8X have pleaded this Cauſe of Chriſt, and his loſt 
Sheep, before me. But ſince my Mite ſhould be 
calt in alſo; ſuffer; I beſeech you, the Word of 
Exhortation, while I remind you briefly, F:rf, of 
| the 
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the Obligations, and, Secondly, Of the Encourag. 
ments, you have, to turn your Thoughts and Con 
tributions toward this good Work in particular, 
Under the Former of theſe Arguments, I will a- 
ply to you, as Engliſh Chriſtians, and Engliſh Tra- 
We. Under the Latter, I ſhall ſhew, what happjl 
Progreſs this pious Society hath already made; and 
what. farther Succeſſes may very reaſonably be ex. 
pected. For, why ſhould we not expect the Con- 
tinuance of that Divine Bleſſing, which hath hi- 
therto ſo remarkably proſpered us? Why not eu. n 
pect the Addition of that Help, which the Inhabi- 

tants of this wealthy and populous Place arc ſo . 
very capable of giving u?  -  ., mm 

1. I begin then with your Obligations to 
Luke xii. this Charity. To whom Men have com- 5 


— 


| . a F 
48. mitted muth, from Him they will ask the 


more, is one of our Lord's Proverbia! I 
| Sayings, whoſe Equity ſpeaks it ſelt, 
Matt.xxv. And, when we ſee that Maxim illuſtra- 
14,70 30. ted by the Parable of the Talents; the 
Inference is plainly This. That every 
Ability of doing Good muſt be ſtrictly accounted | 
for; and, that They only have fairly diſcharged | 
their Account, whoſe Improvements ſhall be found 
portionate to the Prime Stock truſted in their 
ands. Now, of all our Talents, as none can be more 
precious, ſo none, I take it, will be more enqui- 
red into, than the Purity and free Exerciſe of the, 
Chriſtian Religion. This moves me to intreat, 
that yon would ſeriouſly reflect, how deeply you 
are indebted to God, as Engliſh Chriſtians. * Our 7 
happy Iſland was, probably by the preaching of 
St. Paul, but undoubtedly in the time of the Apo-—- 


4 


36 4 
dog s 2 * 
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* See Bp. Stillingfleet's Origin. Britan. pag. 39. Eait. 
Logd. 1684, 
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Se themſelves, bleſs'd with the early Knowledge 
| the Goſpel: . To Us, belong. the Honour of 
ee (noe Chriſtian King; The' firſt -profeſſion of 
ee Truth countenanced and enjo ned by Laws 
nd publick Authority, || The Birth of the firſt 
briſtian Emperor, To Us, the ſhining of this 
orious Light, never totally extinguiſhed among 
1 Ws. And, when eclipſed with thoſe Corruptions 
ad Superſtitions, which God, in his Judgment, 
Nermitted to ovet-ſpread the face of this Weſtern 
- Av orld.; We were again among the firſt, and far 
ye beſt, Reformed ; Purged from thoſe Spots of 
"Error, and reſcued from that Yoke of Romiſh T y- 
Fanny, in which all Attempts to enſlave us again 
gave been defeated, by ſuch diſtinguiſhing, and even 
o Wonderful, Providences ; as cannot, without the 
. paſeſt Ingratitude, ever be forgotten. 
te But, Are ſuch ſignal Favours remembred as the 
al ught to be, unleſs our (Gratitude expreſs it fell. 
it. an as uncommon Meaſures of Piety, and Charity, 
Ind Holy Labour, to plant this excellent Religion, 
he rere it is not yet; and to cheriſh and ſtrengthen 
It, where it hath taken hitherto but weak and ten- 
er Root? Are we not excited to this, by that 
0 Every Form, which directs us to pray, that Our Fa- 
d , Kingdom may come? And, do we pray like 
ir Mſincere Chriſtians, if our own Endeavonrs be want- 
"Dog to attain the Bleſſing we implore ? Nay, are 
Moe not provoked to theſe Endeayours, by the Ex- 
I mple of Others? I ſay, provoked to them: For, 
all Hereticks and Infidels labour Converſions. to 
, 9 rreligion and Falſhood at home, and ſhall We be 


ynder no Concern, to propagate Truth and Virtue 


JN f 
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7 Lucius. a See Stillingfleet's Or, Brit. pag. 57. 2 
|| Conſtantine rhe Great. 1 
reſt, 
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f Abroad ? Shall a miſguided Zeal, or a ſecular Inte- 
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reſt, compaſs Sea and Land, to make Proſelytes u 
Chriſt's uſurping pretended Vicar; and ſhall na 
We, who have all the Advantages of truly Primi. 
tive Doctrine, lay the Good of Souls, the Eu- 
largement of out Lord's Territories to Heart 
Surely we do not deſerve fo bright a Candleſtick; 
unleſs it be our Care fo to advance it, that not 
They only, who are already in the Houſe, but 
Thoſe alſo, whoſe Unhappineſs it is to be ſtil 
without Doors, may be invited in, and ſee, and 
love, and walk by, the ſaving Light of it. 3 
2. But this Obligation ſeems to be drawn yet 
cloſer, upon All, whoſe Fortunes are owing to any 
Commerce with thoſe Ignorants and Un- 
Rom, xv. believers. For, may I not be allowed 8 
27. do turn St. Paul's Argument, and affirn an: 
upon this Occaſion, that to Them, who. 
Strength and Toil is conſumed in the Service of mn 
your Carnal Things, Some Debt is contracted, Some 
Title thereby convey'd, to the Spiritual Advanta - 
ges, they might receive from You? This were to 
a& like generous Traders indeed; To barter Gold 
for Braſs, and Pearl for Trifles; in returning the 


* 
4 


"A 


nobleſt and moſt uſeful Treaſure, for Riches, Which 
they knew not either the Uſe, or the Value of; To 4 
This, if I am rightly inform'd, ſome of your Char- 
ters have obliged you; and common Humanity 
would oblige you to it however. Slaves, it is true, 
they are, and Negroes; wild and untaught, expo- 
ſed to common Sale, and wrought like Beaſts of 
Burden. Their Bodies therefore are taken Care of 
for their Maſter's Sake; and is it not fit, their 

Souls ſhould be taken Care of, for their own ? 1: 
it nothing to you, that they are created by the = 
ſame God, formed of the ſame Fleſh and Blood, AE 
deſcended from the ſame common Anceſtor, en- 
dued with the ſame Souls, the ſame Capacities of 
immortal Happineſs ? Nay, which ſhould touch vs 
| more 


0 
{ 
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to We tenderly than all the reſt, They alſo are re- 
ah med by the ſame Precious Ranſom. Birth and 
. rtune, Climate and Completion, Barbariſm and 
0-j itude, are only Circumſtantial Differences; 


h as ovght not to be made too great Reckon- 
g of, when the Eſſential Parts continue the ſame. 
good Man will find but too much Ground for 
jef and Pity, but none at all for Neglect, Con- 
pt, or inhuman Treatment, even in the meaneſt 
4 moſt abject of his own Species. He will obſerve, 
ch Holy Indignation, the wretched Degeneracy 


et Human Nature, when uncultivated and left to 
7 ſelf; and will be very ſollicitous to reſtore it to 
n. due Honour. He will lament the uncontrolled 


rrpation and Tyranny of the Prince of Dark- 
; and be zealous in making Repriſals for that 
d, whoſe kinder Providence hath not left Him, 
the ſame forlorn Condition. And this is the 
e Light to view theſe Creatures in; that They, 


2. hom You ſubſiſt, may not be ſuffered to pe- 
to ; nor Your Salvation hazarded, by obſtructing 
10 not promoting Theirs, for whom the Son of 
he e did not diſdain to ſhed his Blood. Upon 
ch BE whole therefore, you muſt pardon me, if I do 
'0 8 fee, how Any, concerned in the Particular L[ 


now upon, can be excuſed from bearing ſome 
ty r in the godly and glorious Deſign, for the more 
e, Ectual Furtherance whereof we are here this 
0- Sy aſſembled. And now, having ſaid ſo much 
of e Obligations, I proceed, in the Laſt Place, 


of ad ſomewhat concerning the Encouragements, 

Jo propagate Chriſtianity among the uncivi- 
1- Pr, rather fit to be commended and wiſhed 
e gre ſe, 


- 


ir 2 ch (praiſed be God) we all have, heartily to 
Ed /n4:ans, hath been generally thought a good 
of WE! to, than likely to be accompliſhed. Former 


sour helping hand to it. 
c 
5 
A 
1s Em pts of this kind have made ſo poor a Pro- 
| 2 B 
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greſs, as might diſhearten any Principles, leſs vi. 

gorous and reſolute, than a Faith, which 4 i 

Hogs believeth in Hope; and a Charity, which 1 

peth all things, and endur eth all things. The Diff. 

culties, retarding our Succeſs, are incredibly mam 

and great. Some ſcarce poſſible to have been fore. 

ſeen; and Divers not to be remoyed, but by long 0 

k time, much pains, and patient prudence- Not. 

withſtanding all which, I think it may truly 

affirmed, that the Bleſſing, which God hath alreatz8 

| given to our Endeavours, deſerves to be moſt thank: 

| fally received, as a Pledge of future and far m0. 

4 bler Effects. : 9 

| We do not indeed go about to amuſe the Worl “ 

| with pompous Accounts of Miracles wrought, aud 

. Multitudes converted in an Inſtant : Much bette e 

j had it been for all, who deſire to advance tc 

Truth as it is in Jeſus, if the boaſted Zeal of bee 

Church, which vainly challenges this Glory, hp! 
l 
| 
| 


kept it ſelf within a narrower Compaſs. Th 
unexampled Avarice and Cruelty, which proſchi 
ted Men with Rapine and Violence, with Fire a 
Sword, and Tortures worſe than Death, have le 
fuch Horrors on the Minds of that ſuffering Pes 
le; that, although no Deductions were made («M 
arge ones doubtleſs might be) from the Tale, n 
ven in by their fabulous Reporters; Nay, ſhoul 
we allow them in account, the very many, W 5ð—2'ç 
when their own Men again, have renounced aut 
deteſted thoſe Profeſſions, which Fear or Suffer, 
ing had before extorted : Yet even thus, tis hieb 
Iy probable, the Numbers theſe falſe Apoſtles hau 
prejudiced againſt the Chriſtian Name, would fu 
exceed thoſe, whom they have proſelyted to a u 
gere Love of it. | 3 


: Beſides theſe Averſions in the common Peopkif 
the Heathen Powers have often been alarm'd wit 
a juſt Jealouſy of that buſy Spirit, peculiar to a 
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der of Intrigue, who value themſelves as Prin- 
pals in theſe remote Converſions. Diſcoveries 
ere quickly made, that, whatever became of that 
I Jeſus Chriſt, Obedience to the See of Rome was 
ery heartily intended. And much Countenance 
Would not be expected from Governours, appre- 
„ enſive, that their Subjects were to be intruced, 
older to inflave them to a foreign juriſdiction. 
== Add to all This, the Creature and Image-Wor- 
ip they were taught; The gaudy Rites and Pomps 
=D which they were initiated; The Condeſcenſions 
ad Accommodations made to the Pagan Idolatry ; 
= ſhamefully liberal, that it is no great Wonder, 
a scheme of Religion found ready Entertain- 
SMcnt, which was thus proſtituted to the Hu- 
% ours and Cuſtoms of a deluded People, thus mo- 
be eld upon the Plan of thoſe very Sins and Cor- 
MW ptions, which it ooght to have confuted, and 
1;Mrerly extirpated. 
ch Mean while you re ſee, how every Circum- 
au nnce adds to the Difficulty of Our Undertaking. 
let ors, who, as we have not ſo learned, ſo neither 
den at we ſo teach Chriſt : Ours, who dare not 
e the Word of God deceitfuly; but muſt be 
„ Mtent with the unwelcome Task, of ſhewing this 
ou ple the danger of their Ignorance, and the Ab- 
be dity of thoſe Errors, in which they have been 
aul ucated: Ours, laſtly, who, though we ſeek nor 
\ffer r but Them, and have no other View, but the 
ned ration of Souls; ſhall yet find all our Labours 
ban bled, by contending with thoſe Prepoſſeſſions 
1 f Averſions, which are chargeable upon Thoſe 
a % Perſons, who pique themſelves upon being 
oF moſt powerful Labourers in our Lord's Vine- 

op, while they corrupt the Native Simplicity 
win his Goſpel, | 
to 2 
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And yet, before even Theſe things could be en- 
tred upon with Strangers, Nature, as well as Reli- 
ion, obliged us to begin with the neceſſary Care, 
Toe to our Own People. For, of our Own too, 2 
vaſt Numbers long had lived, as Sheep without a al 
Shepherd. Large Tracts of Land, and many po- 1 
ulous Places, were wholly deſtitute of Preachers, 
acraments, or any Publick Worſhip. Here there. 
fore, in order to proceed regularly, our Socict; i 
made their firſt Efforts, Here Churches have bcen 4 
erected, Congregations formed, Miniſters ſettled, 
great Quantities of uſeful Books diſtributed, Paro. 
chial Libraries fixed, Charity-Schools maintained 
Children, Servants, and Slaves catechized ; and 
new face of Religion introduced all over our Plan. 
tations. Of theſe Succeſsful Advances, a good r 
part is owing to the pious Diſpoſition of the Pco. . 


ple, Much to the Encouragement of their Gover 2" 
nours, More to the laudable Induſtry, unweariet WF" 
Zeal, and prudent Conduct, of able and faithfd 


Miſſionaries; Moſt of all, to the liberal Contrihy. 1 1 


* 
7 
o 
» 


tions, the wiſe Counſels, the fatherly Care, of thi 

venerable Corporation. It is not indeed in t- 
Power of human Wiſdom, to take greater Preca 
tions than they have done, not to be deceived il 
the Characters of the Labourers, ſent forth in» 
this Harveſt. And they feel the unſpeakable 5M © 
tisfaction of knowing, by happy Experience, tba 
they have ſeldom (very ſeldom, in Compariſo ME 
and all Circumſtances conlidered, ) miſtake: WM 
their Men, | 2 | 
In promoting this Excellent Deſign, no Expena 
hath been ſpared ; and Their Zeal hath provoke 
very Many, to aſſiſt them in theſe Difficultis 


H 


} 


I 
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The Fruits of their Charity are already fo vilyz 
ble, as to draw other Countries to an Imitatio! 
of it; And Perſons, of eminent Figure abro«i 
have juſtly eſteemed it an Honour, to becon 
Member 


* 
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Members of this Body, and to bear a part in the 
prious Undertaking. 

Were theſe Examples followed ſo well as they 
ent be at home, particularly in this Wealthy 
populous City; Were the Lives of our Bre- 
ren abroad fo regular and ſober, their Dealings 


| 


J 1 . 


Wences might we not rationally promiſe our Sel 
om ſuch Beginnings, and ſuch Inſtruments ? And 
y. may we not promiſe our ſelves an Addition 
Help at Home, when God hath given his Peo- 
d. e the long wanted Bleſſing of Peace? Why not a 
„ Wrge Increaſe of Knowledge in the Natives of 
0 oſe very Countries; when the Im- 
., ovement of a generous Benefactor's Col. com 
| 'v harity, ſhall, as we hope it ſhortly arington. 
il, bring to them the Advantages of 
Learned Education; by ſettling a College in one 
1.0 theſe Plantations, which og tres up, and ſend 
rh, Numbers of able and faithful Miniſters to 
au, Wilt in this Bleſſed Work ? 
nn Why, laſtly, may we not enjoy the Comforta- 
e Preſages, of a general Encouragement to Pie- 
and Virtue, and an effectual Regulation. of Man- 
rs and Diſcipline, when the truly primitive 
rm of Epiſcopal Authority ſhall be there eſta- 
"Wiſhed, upon the Plan of our own Engliſh Apo- 
lick Church? A noble and moſt uſeful De- 
s, fit to crown all the Reſt ; Which hath been 
g under the Conſideration of this venerable 
„ay, and is much at the Heart of that pious and 
ie ontiful Princeſs, who above all Things ſeeks, and 
| lights in, His Honour and Glory, whoſe Minſter 
J. 
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This Account I thought ſeaſonable to be laid be. 
fore you, that no Suſpicion of an impracticabe 
Undertaking might cool any May's Zeal for pro. 
moting it. Much might be added to the ſame goo 
Purpoſe; but, having exceeded a great deal 4 
ready, I chooſe rather to conclude with St. Paul 
Benediction, upon a like Charitable Account: 


| Now He, that miniſtreth Seed to t. 
2 Cor. ix, Sower, both miniſter Bread for your Fu. 
10, 11, and multiply your Seed ſown, and incres 

the Fruits of your Righteouſneſs : Being . 
riched in every Thing to all Bountifulneſs, which ca 
ſeth through us Thankſgiving unto God, 


1 
| 


